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A Festive Message from the International Student Support Team 

- Nadolig Llawen! Happy Christmas! - 

December is here! Looks like it was yesterday when we were welcoming all of you for the new academic year and 

suddenly Christmas is around the corner! The snow on the mountains, the cold crisp mornings and the fairy lights 

everywhere tell us that the time to say goodbye until the New Year has arrived. Some of you will go home for the 

holiday, flying to near and far away countries to meet again with your friends and family back home. Some of 

you will stay in Bangor and spend unforgettable moments with your best friends enjoying Welsh Winter days, and 

some of you will be leaving Bangor forever. Well, experience tells us at the International Student Support Office 

that nothing is forever and that, wherever you are, Bangor is already a part of you. Don’t be sad; your              
experiences, friends and Bangor memories will always be close to you wherever you go!  

We would like to thank all the international societies for the effort they have put into making this a fantastic 

semester. You make a difference to a lot of Bangor University students! We would also like to thank all the staff at  

University for all their support and help but, above all, we would like to send a MASSIVE THANK YOU to all of 

you, international students, for making this past semester such a great one! Your energy, passion and happiness 

brighten even the rainiest of days.  

 It is for all this, that we would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 2020 from 

everyone in our team.  

Nadolig Llawen a Blwyddyn Newydd Dda!  

Alan, Marcel, Louise and your team of International Student Ambassadors 
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Important Message about Visa’s & BRP Cards  

New International Officer — the Americas 

New International Officer — South Asia 

Welcome Peter! 

Peter Sharpe has recently joined Bangor University as an International Officer in 

the International Education Centre. Peter is responsible for student recruitment in 

the Americas, including; Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Dominican 

Republic, Ecuador, Mexico, Peru, USA, and Venezuela. He is also responsible for 

Central Asia including Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Russia and the Ukraine, and also 

responsible for international students in the UK. This involves management of 

recruitment agents, developing country specific promotional campaigns, attending 

overseas exhibitions and developing institutional links. 

Peter’s contact details are: p.sharpe@bangor.ac.uk Tel: +44 (0) 1248 388269 

Welcome Morgan! 
 
Morgan Edwards is newly appointed as an International Officer at Bangor 

University. Morgan is based in the International Education Centre and he is 

responsible for student recruitment in South Asia including Bangladesh, India, 

Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. This involves management of recruitment 

agents, developing country specific promotional campaigns, attending overseas 

exhibitions and developing institutional links. 

Morgan’s contact details are: m.edwards@bangor.ac.uk Tel: +44 (0) 1248 388416  

** Visa Update ** 

Please be aware that the International Support Office will be closed from  

Monday 23rd December 2019 to Friday 3rd  January 2020. 

If you have applied for a visa through this office, deliveries of BRP cards will not 
operate during this period. In addition, if your visa expires at the end of December, 

and you need to extend it, you MUST come to see us before Friday 20th December. 

Travelling During the Holidays? 

Secure your house over the holidays 

“Take a look at the attached security poster from North Wales Police! 

Also, make sure that the heating is set to come on regularly - constant low heat 
is better than short bursts of high heat - and of course make sure that there is 
plenty of credit on the meter if you have one. Tell your landlord when you will 
be leaving and what you intend to do with regards to the heating.” 

Don’t forget to dispose of your rubbish and recycling responsibly too – for details 
visit:  

www.gwynedd.llyw.cymru/en/Residents/Bins-and-recycling/Bins-and-
recycling.aspx 

Enjoy your break and we’ll see you in the New Year!  

www.bangorstudentpad.co.uk  
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Alumni Success Stories from Kuwaiti Students  

Think Before You Drink! 

“This article is about the life of three students from the State of Kuwait at Bangor University. Abdullah Almahous, 
Mohammad Houtari and Abdulmusen Alajmi. Just like any other students, these three enthusiastic students 
enrolled at Bangor University with the hope of joining the elite engineering workforce upon the completion of 
their Bachelor and Masters degrees and during their three years at Bangor University, they all decided to go 
beyond just studying electronic engineering and they established themselves as role models for other students at 
Bangor University. 

Abdullah Almahous was hardworking, very social, a big fan of technology and always tried new ways to 

change the world around him through innovation. This approach allowed him to have fun, explore, and learn 
which helped him engage in activities intended for the greater community and into neighboring towns. Abdullah 
was also involved in organising free classes and tutorial lessons to improve other students’ performance. All the 
effort that Abdullah had put in has helped him to successfully find employment at Zain, one of the biggest 
telecommunication companies in the State of Kuwait. 

Mohammad Houtari, was the Chair of the first Kuwaiti Students Club in Bangor and engaged in activities such 

as organising events including weekly meetings and sports events. His mission was to create awareness of 
the Kuwaiti culture through the Kuwaiti Students Club. Through this society, Mohammad alerted organised 
special events such as Kuwait National Day and an annual dinner for Kuwaiti students in Bangor. All these 
activities and experiences prepared him to fulfil his duties as IT infrastructure and developer for the Environment 
Public Authority in Kuwait, one of the biggest environmental organisations in the region. 

Abdulmusen Alajmi participated in organising sports events where other students benefited from the values of 

hard work, selflessness, dedication, and discipline. Through this experience, Abdulmusen and other students were 
able to develop courage, strength, competitive intensity, mental 
and physical endurance. Abdulmusen is now employed at one of 
the biggest banks in the Gulf State - Kuwait Finance Bank. His 
experiences at Bangor University have prepared him to become a 
project manager with the responsibility of project delivery.  

It was a pleasure working with these fantastic individuals who 
made me proud of being a part of their journey at Bangor 
University. In March 2019, I visited Kuwait with Miss Noor Al-
zubaidi, Regional Manager at Bangor International Education 
Centre, and we had a great time with the Bangor alumni.”    

Mohammed Mabrook, School of Computer Science & Electronic 
Engineering.  

Noor’s contact details are: n.al-zubaidi@bangor.ac.uk 



    We Are International  

“Two weeks ago, I had the great opportunity to attend the UK 
Council for International Student Affairs’ ‘We Are International’ 
student forum, which is a new initiative for sharing experiences, 

asking important questions and giving feedback on the education 

and immigration system in the UK. Based on this, UKCISA will be 

producing a policy note for the UK government to help international 

students and to ensure their voices are heard.  

The meeting began with an introductory note on UKCISA and the 

various delegates from different universities sharing their strategies 

and recommendations. The common theme was the need for 

increased acceptance of international students. There were a few 

workshops as well that included discussion on topics such as 

international education strategy, immigration and a dedicated 

workshop on the two-year post-study work visa and its 

implementation.  

This was an excellent opportunity for me, as a student of Bangor, to 

raise awareness of issues that are a concern for Bangor international 

students and international students generally. The event ended with 

a wine reception at The British Library. Overall, I had a lot of fun 

and found the event very useful. I was also able to meet other 

International Student Ambassadors and Officers from various 

universities and we are keen to organise social events that would 

promote an inter-university feeling of community. 

However, I had my own little fun on the last day of my stay in 

London when I visited the Christmas markets and Westminster 

Abbey. I stood amongst kings and queens and great individuals of 

British history in the abbey. It was particularly overwhelming when I 

stood next to the remains of Hawking, Rutherford, Faraday and 

Newton!”  For more information about Nebu George and the rest of 
the Ambassadors at: www.bangor.ac.uk/international/ambassadors   

International Ambassadors’ Column—Nebu George, India  





RECIPES OF THE WORLD – Arpita Gargesh, India 

More details about Arpita and how to contact the rest of the Ambassadors at: 

www.bangor.ac.uk/international/ambassadors 

White Chocolate Custard Tart 

Ingredients: 

 

For the Shortcrust Pastry –  

200 g Plain Flour 

100 g Butter, very cold, cut into small cubes 

50 g Icing Sugar 

1.5 tbsp Milk 

For the White Chocolate Custard –  

6 Large Egg Yolks 

50 g White Chocolate, chopped into small pieces, then melted 

200 ml Double Cream 

400 ml Whole Milk 

2 tbsp Cornflour 

75 g Caster Sugar 

1.5 tsp Vanilla Extract 

(1 tsp if using Vanilla Bean Paste, or 1 Vanilla Pod) 

Method:  

Preheat the oven to 180C. To make the pastry, mix together the flour, sugar and butter in a bowl.  

Rub the butter into the mixture until it resembles breadcrumbs; remember not to overwork it. Add the milk a 
little at a time, only enough to gently work into a single clump. Do not worry about getting a smooth ball of 
dough. Wrap in cling film and refrigerate for at least half an hour. 

Meanwhile, make the custard. Put the milk (reserving two tablespoons) and cream in a saucepan (plus the 
vanilla pod if using) and heat until steaming. Do not boil. In a separate bowl, whisk the egg yolks and sugar 
together, then pour in the milk and cream (removing the pod) while whisking continuously. Pour back into the 
saucepan and heat on a low flame, still whisking. Add the vanilla extract/ paste if using. In a small bowl, mix 
together the cornflour with the remaining milk until smooth, then add one spoon at a time to the custard while 
whisking. Bring it to the boil (that’s when it will start thickening) and whisk constantly for about two minutes until 
thick and glossy. Add melted white chocolate and whisk until combined. Set aside to cool. 

Take the pastry out of the refrigerator and roll as thinly and evenly as possible on a well-floured surface. Line a 
tart tin with parchment and place pastry on it, moulding lightly to fit the tin perfectly. Trim the edges, leaving a 
centimetre-wide lip over the edge of the tin. Prick the pastry with a fork so it doesn’t rise in the oven. Put 
parchment paper over it and add rice or baking beans, filling it to the brim. If it has softened, put in the fridge to 
firm up for a few minutes. Bake in the preheated oven for 15-20 minutes, until the edges are crisp and dry. Then 
remove the baking beans and parchment, trim edges to the height of the tin and return to the oven for about 10 
minutes. Remove, then cool completely in the tin. 

While the pastry is in the oven, you can make the ganache. Put the chocolate and butter in a heat-proof bowl. 
Heat the cream in a saucepan until steaming and pour over the chopped chocolate, mixing gently until 
completely dissolved. Let it cool until thick and almost spreadable. 

Spread the ganache into a thick layer in the pastry shell, then refrigerate for half an hour, until firm. Then pour 
the custard over and smooth completely, sprinkling a good pinch of ground nutmeg on top.  Refrigerate for at 
least 8 hours. Serve chilled. 

For the White Chocolate Ganache – 

300 g White Chocolate, chopped into 
small pieces 

100 ml Double Cream 

20 g Butter 

1 tsp Ground Nutmeg for garnish 



International Evening with the Rotary Club 

Saudi Student Wins Prestigious Award 

“On the 14th of November, ten International Student 
Ambassadors and international societies members 

representing different nationalities were honoured to be 

invited to the annual International Evening held by the 

Rotary Club of Llanfairfechan and Penmaenmawr. This has 

been an annual event of the local Rotary Club for 12 years 

now and this year, the evening was held at the Split Willow 

hotel in Llanfairfechan.  

The event started off with a meet and greet session, whereby 
International Ambassadors were arranged to be seated with 
members of the club who they shared their personal 
experiences as a student at Bangor University with. It also provided an opportunity for us as students to gain more 
insight into the club. Later, a 3-course meal dinner was served, and the evening followed by speeches from 
president of the club and a representative from the Bangor University International Office, Alan Edwards.  

Alan also introduced the International Ambassadors after giving his speech and each ambassador was given a 
chance to introduce themselves and share their thoughts about student life in Bangor with members of the charity 
club.  The event ended after a photo-taking session and the opportunity to mingle with those present for the 
evening. It was a delightful evening where people from different cultures came together to build connections and 
celebrate diversity.“ More details about how to contact the International Ambassadors at:  

 www.bangor.ac.uk/international/ambassadors 

Ali Ahmed Alzahrani is the first Saudi student to win the Dandy Prize at 
Bangor University for doing the best work of any student at the MA level in 
English Literature in 2019.  

Ali is a master’s student in English Literature in the School of Languages, 
Literatures and Linguistics. This prize is awarded by his school to the best 
student in Literature.  

Ali says the prize will motivate him and give him a strong desire to work 
hard and do his best in postgraduate studies. Ali says “I have had great 
pleasure in studying over the past year at Bangor University. The school has 
shown great support.  

Ali is interested in completing his PhD in English Literature. He appreciates 
and thanks his parents, family, tutors and all the friends who supported him during his studies at Bangor. 

Farewell Afternoon Tea for Exchange Students 

“The International Study Abroad & Exchanges office organised a certificate ceremony and farewell event for 
Study Abroad, Exchange & Erasmus programme students from all over the World. 

The event took place on 4th December in John Phillips Hall and the students enjoyed afternoon tea and cakes. 

Our thanks to all the students who attended the ceremony, it was 

a pleasure to be part of your experience.  Although it is sad to see 

you going, this is not a farewell and we hope to see you again in 

Bangor one day.” 

Wishing you all the best of luck for the future, your Exchanges 

team. For more information about International Exchanges & 

Study Abroad programmes: 

exchanges-incoming@bangor.ac.uk or studyabroad@bangor.ac.uk   

mailto:exchanges-incoming@bangor.ac.uk


Study Abroad Students enjoy Thanksgiving Dinner 

“This year Christine Monks, the Study Abroad Officer hosted a Thanksgiving meal in Teras Lounge to enable some 
of our US study abroad students to celebrate with their Bangor family while living far away from home. On the 
28th of November, students from the University of North Carolina Wilmington were joined by members of the 
International Exchanges team for a Thanksgiving supper (including the all-important turkey and pumpkin pie). 
With talk revolving around family traditions, the differences between Wales and the US, and American football, it 
was a great opportunity to give thanks and to build a connection to home while studying abroad.”   

Kate Stuart, International Exchanges Intern.  For more information about International Exchanges and Study 
Abroad programmes please email: exchanges-incoming@bangor.ac.uk or studyabroad@bangor.ac.uk. 

Internationals GO GREEN  

As part of our Internationals Go Green programme, at the International Student Support Office we have 

organised a very special event with Pobl i Bobl, a local volunteer group that works with Refugee Families that are 

living here in North Wales; supporting them on their arrival to Wales and promoting integration.  

On the 12th of December a group of international students will join Pobl i Bobl to help sort clothes and items that 

have been kindly donated by members of the community for refugee support. All the items to be sorted need to 

be boxed and sent to refugee camps in countries such as Syria and Lebanon and this is where you can make 

a difference! For those of you who would like to join us in our bid to help refugee families, we are having a 

DONATION BOX at our Reception until the 12th of December. If you would like to donate those trousers you 

never use anymore, or that jumper you didn’t get to use in the end, please bring them to our office! As long as the 
items are in a good state (not broken) they will be really appreciated and make a big difference to people in 

need here and elsewhere.  

mailto:exchanges-incoming@bangor.ac.uk
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SAAB Elections 

“The Sabb Elections are the students’ chance to decide the future leadership of Undeb Bangor - Your Students' 
Union.  
Nominations open on the 9th of December. This is your chance to put your name forward to run in our most 
exciting election of the year.   
There are 5 positions to run for; President, VP for Education, VP for Sports, VP for Societies and Volunteering and 
UMCB President. Each role has something different to offer, but they all offer an exciting time, a once in a lifetime 
opportunity and the chance to you to make change happen in this full time paid role!”  
All the information about the elections can be found on www.undebbangor.com/elections. If you are unsure 
about anything and need to speak to anyone. Feel free to come in and see us on the 4th floor in Pontio or drop us 
an e-mail: undeb@undebbangor.com  

Exceptional Achievements recognition 

“Congratulations to Fueanglada Prawong the winner of the Anglo-Thai Society Education Awards 2019. 
Fueanglada was the only student from Wales to win this award.  
 
Fueanglada performed the opera aria, using La Boheme: Act II: Quando Me'n Vo' by Giacomo Puccini at the 
Awards Ceremony. 
 
The Anglo-Thai Society Education Awards recognise the exceptional academic achievements of Thai post-
graduate scholars in the UK, and the achievements of post-graduate scholars whose studies benefit Thailand. The 
judging panel consists of distinguished academics, who consider the exceptional achievements of each applicant 
and their contribution to Thailand and the world. The Awards have been granted since 2005.  
 
The 2019 ATS Education Awards Ceremony followed by the Winter Reception took place on Friday 22 November 
2019, at The Oriental Club in London.” 
 
More information can be found at:  
https://www.facebook.com/AngloThaiSociety/ 

http://www.undebbangor.com/elections
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    Apply Now  - LoveHalls / Campus Life  

What’s On At Christmas time  

25 December – From 3pm 

CHRISTMAS FILM & CHRISTMAS NIBBLES 

A VERY INTERNATIONAL 
CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION! 

Braint Common Room, 
Ffriddoedd Village  

https://livewallpaperswide.com/hd-wallpapers/3d-christmas-backgrounds-50-hd1-2019-16167

